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IN RE STATE OF LOUISIANA 

 
APPLYING FOR  SUPERVISORY WRIT FROM THE TWENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT,  

PARISH OF JEFFERSON, STATE OF LOUISIANA, DIRECTED TO THE HONORABLE  

STEPHEN C. GREFER, DIVISION "J", NUMBER 23-595 

    

Panel composed of Judges Susan M. Chehardy,  

Scott U. Schlegel, and Timothy S. Marcel 

 

 

WRIT GRANTED IN PART AND DENIED IN PART; STAY LIFTED 

  

On the showing made, we cannot say that the trial court abused its discretion 

by granting the defendant’s motion in limine to prohibit the State from mentioning 

the mandatory life sentence for the crime charged to the jury during voir dire.  See 

La. C.Cr.P. art. 786.   

 

Defendant has implicitly asserted in his motion in limine that he will not be 

mentioning the mandatory life sentence nor be requesting a jury charge.  However, 

because we do not have a transcript of the arguments or the ruling as the trial is in 

progress, we grant the writ application in part to instruct the trial court to inquire as 

to whether the defendant intends to mention the sentence or request a jury 

instruction informing the jury of the mandatory life sentence.  If the defendant 

intends to request such a charge, then the State should be permitted to voir dire the 

prospective jurors to determine whether they are able to follow the law due to the 

nature of the sentence.   

 

 Accordingly, the State’s writ application is granted in part and denied in 

part as explained above, and the stay is lifted.  

 

Gretna, Louisiana, this 16th day of September, 2025. 
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